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have had a special grievance1 against Santiago to avenge. Something
occurred there. Precisely what it was has still to be learned; as it
remains to be determined what relation, if any, this occurrence may
have borne to the above-mentioned draft licence 'to serve Don
Antony, K. of Port.' and to Manuel Cerrada's seizure of the Cape
Verde Islands for Don Antonio early in 1583.
For although a Spanish armada had utterly defeated Don An-
tonio's at St. Michael's in the summer of 1582, the prior nevertheless
continued his negotiations for support in foreign courts, evidently
with some success, since in January following (1583) a fleet described
as thirteen sail 'with 3000 men said to be Portuguese and French'2
seized the Gape Verde Islands for Don Antonio, sacked the city of
Santiago, and did other damage at Isla de Fuego, after which the
expedition may have broken up. One minor unit3 appeared in the
Spanish Indies shortly thereafter; and so did William Hawkins's
formidable squadron,4 which also was accused5 of participation in
the Gape Verde affair.
Whatever share the English may have had in the hostilities there,
Spanish documents (Nos. 1-5, 66) of this present collection, bearing
upon Hawkins's conduct after his arrival in the Indies, suggest that
if the 1583 voyage was a very lucrative one, as was reported6 at the
time, the profits were obtained peaceably in the course of cautious
barter, since here we discover Hawkins in June 1583 dredging for
pearls at La Margarita.7 Presumably he had come up from a recon-
naissance of the Brazilian coast. Reading between the lines of these
Spanish documents, it appears almost certain that he was at the
same time disposing profitably of merchandise he carried.
Interest in the pearl fisheries at La Margarita and around Puerto
1 Corbett, op. cit., n, p. 27. The inference might well be that his two vessels with
this Hawkins expedition suffered damage there. Gf. p. xxxiii post.
* A.de /., 2-5-1/20, Patronato 265, item 38.
8 A. de /., 53-6-8, Santo Domingo 74, items 136 and 137; 53-4-11, Santo
Domingo 51, Lie. Arceo to the Grown, Santo Domingo, May 25,1583, all concern-
ing a small Portuguese vessel, a prize, which seems to have deserted from the
expedition.
4 *I do not know what vessels these can have been, nor is there any information
to show whence they sailed', is written in the margin of the report which the
Council for the Indies made to His Majesty (Madrid, September 20,1584) in trans-
mitting the gist of Sarmiento de Villandrando's despatch (Document No. 3, post)
and recommending that the governor's request for artillery and munitions be
granted. This consulta is to be found in A. de /., 140-7-34, Indiferente General 740.
6 Cf. Documents Nos. I (p. I, note 5), 4 and 5.    6 Williamson, op. cit., p. 405.
7 Document No. 3 post. The Observations of Sir Richard Hawkins (London, 1622) in
The Hawkins3 Voyages (Halduyt Society, Ser. I, No. 57,1878), p. 314.